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KEEP ON SMILING--ROD STEWART

By Karla Tipton

He was sitting on a bench waiting for the train to take him back to
the north end of London, The vear was 1962 and he had Just witnessed g
performance by the early Rolling Stones, He was 80 inépired by their
music that he began to sing to himself, Suddenly, someone tapped him on

the shoulder, a tall blond man by the name of Long John Baldry, and asked Cﬂ;‘;’f;;’“” 7_‘, ’j,/

him to be in his band, He agreed and that's how it all started, You ask
who? Rod Stewart, of course!
John Baldry surely recognized talent in the eighteen year old Rod
Stewart for now Rod Stewart is ome of the best-known names in rock music,
With Johr: Baldry, Rod recorded his first record, "Up Above My Head,"
Besides Baldry's band, Rod had been with several other groups, i}g—

my Powell and the Five Dimensions where his voice was. ignored and where ARAIGS4/T

he played full-time harmonica, He cammenté:>"1 was the all-time worst

harmonica plaver, I didn't even know You were supposed to play in cross-
key and suck, I used to blow, then wonder why I was out of breath," He

was with Steam Packet for a while, too, That was where he met Mick Waller,

now a drummer for the Faces,

In 1967 Jeff Beck left the Yardbirds to form a group of his own, He,
himself was to be the guitarist, he got Mick Waller for drums, and none
other than Rod Stewart for vocalist, Rod recorded s-veral albums with the

Jeff Beck Group including "Truth" and "Beck-ola,"



"I thought if I had to leave the Beck Group there's only one other
band I'm interested in and that's Small Face ) said Ronnie Wood some- Pewvc

time before he was fired from the Jeff Beck Group. He did go straight

to Small Faces, too, for Steve Marriott was ome of Ronnie's closest friends.
After he was fired, he ran into Ronnie Lane, Small Faceszbassist, as if it
were zll prearranged, Steve Marriott left to form his -own band soon after-
ward, so Ronnie Wood, Ronnie Lane, Ian McLagan and Kenny Jones, Small
Faces, were on pretty shaky ground when Rod Stewart was finally asked to

be in the group--the new leader,

The new Faces were among the few groups who had an outstanding, ab-
tractive stage show, but for some reason they couldn't get the same feel-
ing on their records, Now, when they hear one of their records like "A
Nod is as Good as a Wink to a Blind Horse," and "Oh La La," they wish they
could have done them now,

At the same time Rod was recording with Faces, he was also pursuing
a solo career, This was extremely more successful than his career with
the Faces, Rod's solo album "Every Picture Tells a Story," sold some
2,500,000 copies at an average retail price of $3.50 each, Maggie May,
the single from the above alb%?:jold a similar number of copies at an aver- L
age of 79 cents each, That comes to well over ten million dollars,

In 1973 bassist Ronnie Lane left Faces and was replaced by Tetsu
Yamauchi, former member of the group Free, Tetsu, however, caused pro-
blems for Rod and the Faces, Since Tetsu was Japanese, he wasn't per-
mitted to perform in England, (There was a law in Fngland against any

foreign performers, not just Japanese,) Therefore if Faces wanted to go
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on stage in 7ngland, they would have to drop Tetsu from the group, which
Rod was not about to do, Rither the law was lifted oragfggception was
made in Tetsu's case for on the last Faces tour, they did perform in En-
gland,
fpother problem Rod has had to face is the one concerning his and the
. cording labels, When Golumbgia signed the Jaoff Beck Group to their

Epic label, they neglected to get the option from Rod as to whether he wan-

ted to be on the same label, as is customary, At the same time, Small Faces
were signed up to Epie, but not being very successful, their contract ran out,
Without Rod, Jeff Beck remained on Epic, Faces were with Warner Brothers and
Rod was on Mercury, At the end of 1972, Rod's Mercury contract ran out, He
signed an extension contract at this time. "Smiler," his most recent solo
album, was soon to be released on Mercury, when Warner Brothers claimed that
EEEZ had papers on Rod at the cxpiration of his first Mercury contract, Any-
way, "Smiler" was released on Mercury and since then there have been no re-
ports on either record company's progress,

And yet another problem, Rumor had it that Rod was having an affair

wwith the}rasid@nt 's daughter, (of all people) Susan Ford, She denied it

fiercely as did Rod, but the rumor was so widespread that it had driven Rod
to paranocia, He refused any interview thinking they would cause the scandal
to spread evem further, The talk has seemed to die down a bit now, putting
Rod much more at ease,

Recently both Rod and Ronnie Wood have tried solo efforts, Rod had no
trouble with this for he had gone solo several times before and had been suc-

cessful doing it, Now to add to "Gasoline AMlley," "Every Picture Tells A

Story," and "Never a Dull Moment," is "Smiler,"
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"Smiler‘ia an equal amount of old and new, Old, not in the sense of
old Faces or old Rod Stewart, but in the sense of old Chuck Berry and old
Sam Cooke, As on "Never a Duli Moment" when Rod redid "Twisting the Night
Away," on "Smiler" he redid "Sweet Little Rock and Roller," written by chucg
Berry, snd "Bring it on Home to Me/You Send Me" by Sam Cooke, Unfortunatly,
Rod tried to redo the songs by his idols instead of writing his own, 4s
it turns out on the album, he along with Ronnie Wood ;nd Martin Quittenton
only wrote three songs, ("Farewell," "Sailor," and "Dixie Toot.") Good
friends of Rod contributed to "Smiler," too. Friends like Elton John
donated "Let Me Be Your Car, " which he helps Rod sing, and Paul McCartney
contributed "Mine for Me," Ttis g good album, It mixes old with new,
(even if the old is a bit too 0old) The cover is unbelievingly ap aling,
The background is a huge, red plaid, symbolizing Rod's Scottish origin,
with a picture of the "Smiler" on the ffont, It has a great title, good
cover and pretty good music, All in all,it is dcri@ly worth buying, 570 .
Meanwhile, Ronnie had been working on a album, He figured it was
about time he got around to d ironical%ythe name of it is "I've Got ,K%uﬂb¢,.
My Own Album to Bo." Close friend Keith Richard, lead guitarist for the
Rolling Stonmes, helped him on it and also went on tour with Romnie to help
promote the album, It is not only Ronnie and Keith that sing on it, though,
If in places you think you hear Rod Stewart and/or Mick Jagger, don't be
surprised, you are, Rod and Mick both help on "I Can Feel The Fire,"

which changes from rock to reggae,and back again, Keith helps on "She's

Sure the One You Need." and "Am I'groovin' You," Ronnie wrote "Cancel

Everything."
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"I've Got My Own Album To.Do wasn't. as. successful as hoped for,

though, but I'm sure Ronnie will keep trying.

Rod Stewart is thirty, single, has never been involved with drugs,.

(though he LOVES to drink, ) is not a bit conceited about his- superstardem, and

the Faces are one of the very few groups today who still really enjoy #e /Lrv
Lplawmusic with one another,
I propose a toast to Rod and the boys for such a great job at making

music, and also to "keep on smilingi®
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